[Basic concepts in the use of tumor markers in the diagnosis and follow-up of malignant bladder neoplasms].
The absence of reliable diagnostic elements for the evaluation of malignant bladder tumors and the low sensitivity of the conventional diagnostic methods have prompted studies on the biological behaviour of this tumor type. The well known studies of Gold and Freedman and the recent investigations of Bates and Logo have proposed using tumor markers for early diagnosis and follow-up of different types of malignant tumors. However, the "ideal" tumor marker, one that is sufficiently sensitive and specific, has as yet to be discovered. We reviewed the tumor markers widely utilized to diagnose and follow-up malignant bladder tumors, and describe their main features. It must be pointed out that the lack of sensitivity and specificity of these tumor markers have led to the development of a new generation of tumor markers, such as cytogenetic markers, oncogenes, etc. Undoubtedly, this review of the literature will become obsolete with the advent of subsequent generations of tumor markers.